9™ July 2020

Dear Prime Minister
Support for the Beauty Industry

As you will know from the recent letter you received from the APPG for Beauty, Aesthetics and
Wellbeing this is a significant industry, employing in the region of 370,000 people, over 90% of whom
are women.

They have watched the return of haird ressing, pubs and restaurants, cricket and football, and feel they
have been forgotten. Many of them are self-employed, have worked to establish their own
businesses, are financially independent entrepreneurs who over the last 4 months have invested
heavily in making their salons Covid secure and upgraded PPE.

We are calling on you, and the Secretary of State at BEIS, to give this industry a lifeline. These are the
people who tattoo eyebrows back on to alopecia sufferers, who give women new nipples after breast
reconstruction, they trim the toenails of the elderly who can no longer bend down, they provide
therapies like reflexology to promote well being, perform cranial massage to give relief from
migraines. In short after 4 miserable months they are the professionals who can give people a little
bit of joy and comfort back in their lives.

Repeatedly they have heard from Ministers in the Chamber that they are not covid secure, but they
have made changes, introduced additional PPE, and are a great deal more covid secure than a pub on
a Saturday night. | know the industry, represented by the National Hair and Beauty Federation, has
been working closely with BEIS to draft the now published “close contact services” guidance. It is not
clear why, if beauty businesses adhere to this guidance, they cannot re-open offering a reduced
selection of services until such time as the relaxation is further extended.

Please enable these determined, self-reliant and hardworking entrepreneurs to go back to work,
support their families, and play a £28.4 billion role in getting the economy moving.

Yours ever

Rt Hon Caroline Nokes MP
Member of Parliament for Romsey and Southampton North
Chair of the Women and Equalities Select Committee
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